decreases southwestwards ( Figure 5 ), a hypothesis that the Philippine Sea plate is being subducted under the Asian continental plate from the southeast or southeast-east can be supported.
The distribution of the Late or Middle Pleistocene maximum sea-level height (Figures 4 and 5) shows that the uplifting rate of the pre-Late Miocene area in the Central Ryukyus is faster in the middle part and slower near the Tokara channel and Miyako depression. In the volcanic inner arc area behind the above-mentioned area the rate is rather faster near the two tectonic depressions. These phenomena may be related to the movement of such a left strike-slip fault as predicted for this case by KONISHI (1965) . Since Takara-jima near the Tokara channel has no High terrace but Kume-jima near the Miyako depression has it (Figures 4 and 5, Table 7 ), the Tokara channel may have worked later than the Miyako depression.
Since the Cycloclypeus-Operculina bed was first recognized as a useful key bed within a limited area by FLINT et al. (1959) , the bed has been utilized for the stratigraphic correlation in the Central and South Ryukyus by authors. Such usage may be inadequate since the Cycloclypeus-Operculina bed is found at different horizons in both the two formations of the Ryukyu Group. Occurrence of Cycloclypeus, however, may play an important role for the paleoecological interpretation, because its vertical and areal distribution in Recent coral sea is very restricted (KOBA, 1978) .
huxleyi (LOHMAN) HAY and MOHLER 1967, from the Bunera Clay Member, lowest part of the Ryukyu Group in Ishigaki-jima. CORWIN, G. (1959) 
